


NUMBER ONE = FEB, 1947= 


is STFIOIAL ORGAN DEER Gre EE Ee 


Roburt A, Madle, Sditor. 


* PHILOON OFFICERS, = 


Cazirman: Filten 4. Rothman 
“ditor: Robert.A, "zdie 
Publicity: Gsweld Faja 

Printing: James A. Wiilisse 
Historian: à. U.Phillipg 
"Big. Pond Fund Cheirman:F J Ackerman 
de ETE Representative; James Hevelin 


THE PHILOOX NEWS ic En ished. for the members cf THE: PHILCOF SOCIETY, 
and will appear occasisnally until the time cf the 5th World Science 
Fiction Sonvention. The tentative dates of the RE issues will 
be April 15th and July 15th. 1 


— wie Sm NEL ` went, ee ee ar Se, ol 3 


REME MBER 1 


THE DATES 
Be 30, BU, AND. SEPT: 1 


FORTHE... 


Fir Ir WORLD 
Sense TUDIN SONVENTIOR 


de and décorations by Jack Agnew. 


Address all communications *o the Editor, 1366 t. Columbia Ave., 
Phila., Pa. , Aber 


Page 2 RELLCON- NET, 


moo a ` MA ` äi ee A 7 wi me n . R x 
- ; Kur eur E ipe M t ium Ra "i p. iN. dus IA qum, wt et Re 


A 4 a 
Several things are reguired of a science fiction convention: 


The delegates should nave a good time, 

The delegates should find it vend. D. their while to come to the con 
vention fron long distances, 

There should be plenty cf T SUM for meeting fans, engeging 
in fangab, and conducting horse-trading emong the coliectors, 

There should be a faet moving program which will stimulave the 
mind, and marc the onlooker.fBel.thzt.acience ficticn fans are indeed 
unusual people who can do unusual things. 


This is what we intend of the’ Phii.con, 


As wo have said repeatedly “in the past, this is not meroly a show 
put on by the PSFS “or the entertainment of fandom, This is a convent- 
ion of fendon as a whole, and we intend that fandom as a whole shall 
be an intimate vart cf the program, 


Cur thoughts on the program have DEE up to this noint: 
We intend that the proerem will be more like a convention of the Amer- 
ican Chemical Society than of tho American Legion. We intend to spend 
4 minimum of time on political debate and stefnist squabbling, and e 
maximum of time on the presentation of short papers on the literary 
and scientific aspects of fantdsy Fiction, 


To that end, we urge that thsse fans who have pet topics which 
they would like to present as a puper should get in touch with the 
Convention Chairman and make arrengemente for the presentation. You 
Cun see the opporzunitioa for a gympotium on Science fiction such as 
has never beer attained before, If'a sufficient number of papers ere 
9bt:.incd, we will heve scparate programs on "Writing of Sentasy", 
"Authore of Fentasy",/"Oollecting Fantasy", and "The Science Behind 
Setence Fiction", : 


Also on the blueprints are thé progrsm of fantasy music, and tho 
exhibit of fantasy ert which have ‘previously been announced. So far 
we have three promiscs ef original music, end two promises of art, but 
we reed more and more. Sco the Chairman about this if you have some 
thing. His -ddress is 2113 N, Franklin Street, Philas, Pa. 


It has been our observation in the past that secrecy concerning 
plans for conventions produces the: effect of defeating its own purpos- 
es. For that reason, we intend to discuss in these pages various guc8- 
tions concerning the. convention 80 as to save trouble in the future. 


The firat of these burning sucstiore is:. should we have a costume 
party? Syverzl of the local fans fe in favor of it, but efter witnes- 
ging such costume „parties of thu past, ye chairmen has his doubts. 

Firstly, ¿bout 20% of the -attendance bother to make a costume, wnile 
the others stand around forlornly. Secondly, these psrties have e hsb- 
it of degenerstirg into painfully dull affaire. zven "alt Davgherty, 
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who is as good a cahirmen as we can find in fandom, found it diffi- 
cult to Keep the party et the Pacificon from felling spert ct the 
seame. whereas we in Philly, having no such gay extroverts, will have 
douvle the difriculty. 


So that the ‘costume party may well Du ropleced by the musical 
progrem, and tróse who wish to wier costumes may compromise by rig- 
ging up some sort of playlet to round out the evening's entertsin- 
a Tar the musical program will suruly not last longer then ono 
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The second problom fo consider here ip a more’ sorious one. At 
the Pacificon a grent deal of time was wasted arguing. over the ouust- 
ion of what to Gb «ith thc profits from the convention. Fu considor 


‘that rather a sordid proceeding, end wish to avoid it at The Pailcon. 


Our’ mithod is to argue the matter out in these pages prior to the 
convention, whereupon. only a formal vote will oe avedea at the tinc 
of the convention to conform tho tradition. 


First, why do conventions have profits? Simply oeceuse it is im- 
possible to celculéte in advance exactly what the expenses will be, 
end how much will Se brought in by the auction, The dolisre ropresen- 
ting Philcon Socicty mómbérsbips meke up perhaps. a fifth of the con- 
vention expense, Thu rest of! the money must be raisedby the vrogram 
advertisemonts and auction. procecda. 


Second: why argue about what to do with the profits; why not 
simply turn over the profits to the psople who put on the convuntion? 
Actually, this was done by the first two conventions, vith the res- 
ulting feeling of unexpressed“ disapproval by the fans. We folt that 
something had been put ‘over on us. It was not s2 much that they took 
the money, but it wae the bluntndss of manner in which the subject 
was proposed, and the rubberatamp character of the vate which follow- 
ed thet was objectionable. : 


At the Pacificon the worthy idea, was proposed that this money 
belonged to fandom as a whole, and should be dispossd of accordingly. 
The fact that this resulted in sordid argument wae unfortunete. 
Looking at the Pacificon argument in retrospect, we find it romark- 
able thet es long as the money was being divided emong fen organiz- 
ations, nobody proposed that the LASFS treasury: get some of the 
convention profitr. : / 


The meubers of the Philadelphia Scicnec Fiction Society, poss- 
essing no such cammundable modesty, sre now proposing that a portion 
of the Phileon. profits go to tho PSFS treasury. The main reason is 
frank necessity, Supporting a $25,a month ciubroom ia quite a strein 
for such a small club, The PSFS created the organization which is 
putting on the convention, and the labor of PSF3 members, as woll as 
the use of PSFS facilities ie going into tke preparation of this 
Convention; so thc PSFS members feel thet as long as there is sur- 
plus moncy to distribute, the PSFS has some ckaim on it. 


So, having tossés this proposition:to the wolves, wo retreat 


while you people xidox it ground, ‘and we hope to hear your opinions 
on the subject before the next. isgue-of the: PAiloon Hen appears. 


—-Tho Chairman 
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"MARKE THIS REAL 1Y 
A WORLD CONVENTION 


There have been thun far four World Science Fiction Conventions. 
However, despite the all-encompassing title ""orld Convention", no 
one from outeide the confinec of the USA hes ever. attended, ‚It wiil 
pe a decidedly different Story at THE PHILCOR, à 


Forrest J Ackornaw hit upon the idea cf inperting a British fan 
fer this Convention, "ith tnis idea in mimi, he conzeivud "The Big 
Pond Fund," ard started the ball rolling with a five dollar contribut- 
lon. Chairman Rothman, admiring the idea, officially sanctioned it, 
and appointed 453 "Sig Pond Fund Chairman", 


Yow here is your opportunity to help biting thie British fen to 
the Convention, and at the same time, teske a shot at the hig prizc 
which will be given to secure lucky "Big Pond ‘Fund Sponsor". The Brit- 


Isher coming is Ted Carnell,. for many years one oÍ N most 


ective fens, end now editor "of the British promag, NEW WORLDS 


Bocks and other items are being collected here and in Englend, 
and wiil-conpose!:a jackpot of fantasy items known es the "The 3ig 
Fond Prize. Some lucky fan will take home from Philly a lot of good 
stuff such as the first four books of FANTASY PRESS, a copy of the 
already out-of-print, "Tne Fox Yoxan" by Merritt & Bok, ""Awey From 
Here and how," a col lection of stf stories by Clare Winger Harris, 
and probably numerous other itens. 


Every contributor will have an re to be the winner, each 
dollar Gontricuted eliowing one shot at the prize. Naturally, tho 


people:eontributing the.moet will have thu best opportunity te wine 
Donations start at a Buck, Send your contributions.. to: = 


y Forrest J Acxerman 
Big Pond Fund Chairman 
Box 6151 Metro Station 
Los Angeles, 55, Clif, 


PLAN TO ATTI THZ PHLLCON 4 
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THINGS 


FOR YOU TO Ze 


f 1. As mentioned in "The >hilcon:Policy!, ‚we plan to have a mus- 
leal Gert $ ei tho-affair Lf you write masio. oF. playan Anstrumset 


contact the Cheirnen Aboyi Gebiet ët tap: mis itat PRISER eci i 


2. If you aru an artist of ony type, let us have something for 
the Art Exhibit, This includes paintirg, echlpturing, drawing; proto: 
Lang Me EE DE. f T- x 494 y 


3. If you have an interesting topic on whick t> speak, let us 
know, and we will put you on the program, If you imaw somebody who 
can speak interestingly on an interesting subjest, iet us know end wc 
will twist nis arm, : . NA 


4. If you have any idoae at all, send them in. 
5. Save your maney- =~- you might need iti. 


Contact the - Chairman concerning. any contributions to the program 
at 2113 Y, Franklin Street, Phila.;: Pa 
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Like the sponsors of TEE PACIFICÓON we believe in en intcresting 
and attractive program — end inot aiskimpycone gither. The program 
will. de, similar to the one polished by the LA- boys, and we have deo- 
ided to nave similar raten SE AE ee inch UNS 

Advertisements a7e now. do Ri. si Rates: aro as follows: Five 
dollars for a full.pagg. two-fifty for a -half--page, etc., on down the 
line, The smallest fractior. of page sold vili be an eighth-page, How- 
ever, if you do not desire to purcaasc an ac of this type, wo will 
also have Booster, ads, (Ah! Sueh.an original ideas) Tao price to have 
your nams on the progre will be twenty-five cóonts..That is all — a 
mere quarter. 


The program, will ve a photo-offset affair, therefore allowing 
lots of freedom for photgeraphs, and other original lay-outs, sli 
advertisements must be in our hands by July ist. 


Send all advertisemente to: 


Robert A, Madle ` ` : 
Program Booxlet xditor 
1385 E, Columbia Aves. 
Phila.. 25; Pas i 
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AROUND THE PHILCON 
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There's been a bit TA T itn these Mnt concerrimg th 
burring and desperate . Auestisn: "Who-ia giving the Philcon?" A ie 
of people arc worriad bacause tno Chairman: of The Philcan Socisty made 
the surprising Se one. time!”#It isnit the PSFS which is giving 
The Bb but Aher re ve 

Im ~! 

We think that there ecu have been less excitement if the empha- 
sis had been removed from the first part dí the sertence, and I had 
merely said, "Tho Philcon Society is giving the Philcon," That is not 
such an astonishing statement, is it? KE 

Tau fact behind all the wards is this: The Philadelphia Science 
Fiction Society is doing the physical work to put on the convention. 
The PSFS slucted the convention chairman. The PSFS wili act as haste 
to the other fans:vhen they come to Philadulphia. However: We lixe to 
think that this is a convention given by ail fandom, and that tho 
Philcon Society is the means for this to be done. 








Enough about. things... sti. 


Horcfa something about people; 


The majority of the PSFS members are fairly anonymous persons 
around fandom as a whole. They are not the neiional cel vbritics that 
infest the LASFS, for instance; Who are some of then? 


You dld—time O Gsgie Train and Bor Madle, Both of 
‚them have been, fans. for well over ten yeard, and, up to 1941, Made 
wag publisher of Fantasciente. Digest, one of. She magst. popüler, fen- 
Zines of th. timo. Oggie has 4? recent years’ "bon Sator Drea’ be e 
News, prusidert of the, PSFS, and hay been amassing e piie of 92»ks 
which puta him in a class with the bigeset soleney fiction col lectors 
in the country. u Ë Pe 

S e s : A a ied 
sim” Williams adesnte'coridot books, but he- khos more ¿bout them 
than most anybody vu 3ould name. That's because he's been selling 
them for twenty years. 


Aloxandor.M, Phillips, our Historian, iê well known as tho auth- 
or of "The Mislaid Charm" in Unknown, and several other, yarns — is 
also a long—time member of the PSFS. : - 


Other people you will probably bump into around the PSFS club- 
TOPS Erz Bud Waldo and Alfred Prime, members “of thé newly orgenized 


d Prime Press; Helen Sloukuy & allison” Williams, ‘seve ral gf tour nre- 


active female members; Jack Agnew & John Süwtor, long-tíwe.PSPS mem- 
„bors; and Jack Baltadonis, Benson Döoling, „John Newton, Jay"Kicin, 
ppt Popper, et6., cto, , X 

And let's not forget our Chairman — the original member of the 
PO¥s, end long-time active far, Milton A, Rothman,:Or our Treasurer, 
who rarely evor missos a nesting. Jean. Bogert, 
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MEMBE 


E. Zverett Ivans 


"Walter J. Daugherty 


Tor Hadley 
Charlos Lucas 
Tod Dikty ` 
A, Waldo 
Albert Pepper 
Robert Ga Chompronr 
Robert A, Nadle 
T. J. Mead 
Jean Bogert 
James A. Williams 
Milton Moses 
Milton A. Rotman 
Cswall Trein 
A, E. Phillips 
Forrest J Ackerman 
Boff Perry 
Nod Mokeown 
F, Leo Baldwin 
Norman Y, Stanley 
Leonard J Moffatt 
Walter A. Coslet 
Jack Specr 
Eric Holmes. 
Paul Spencer 
Donald B, Day 
Arthur 1. “idner 
Dor. Bretton 
George Lohneis 
Raymond Bisio 
Edwinesi: Clinton, Jr. 
Herry Warner, Jr. 
F. Orlin Tremaine 
Bob Tucker 
L. A. Esabach 
Larry Shaw 
Hyner. Tiger 
Sam Loveman 
Alfred Primo 
Walter Dunkelberger 
John Nitka 
Julius Unger 
£llisor Williams 
Gene Eunter 
Sem Moskowitz 
tiloyd Alpaugh 
Joe WTZOE 
Gerry de la Ree 
Ricky Slavin 
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Monroe Kuttrer 
Javics Hovelin 
William S. Sykora 
Frances Sykore 
Thomas S. Gardner 
David Kiski 

se Budoff 

Los Yayer, Jr. 
James V. Teurasi 
Jou Rennedy 
Seorgs R, Fox 
Aicx Osheroff 

Ron Christensen 
Tin O'Brien 
Ronald Maddox 

Bor Indick 

Pril Froodór 

Bob Sheridan 


. Jack Grubol 


Bub Gaulin 

Alvin Brown 

Jacques Helier 

Gilda Blitzer 

m Brickman 
Rohelen Brickman 

Harold Chency, Jr. 

Joc Selinger 

Erle M. Korshak 

Donald 8, Thompson 

Gordon M, dull 


Cowie 
John "esso, Jr. 
Mex Sonstein 
Ralph Rayburn Phillips 
Harry ©. Martin 
Arthur Levine 
Jack Yilliamson 
Varguerd Rucorás 
Stan Woolston 
Jay klein 
Jack Agnew 
Ray £ourtis 
Phy!lisann Courtis 
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